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Life seemed innocent before the necklace. 
  
¢ƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƴȅ Ǉƛƴƪ ōŜŀŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǘŀƪŜƴ {ŀǊŀƘ [ŀtƻƛƴǘŜΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ 
countless hours to make.  
  
Sarah has no idea such an exquisite piece of jewelry could cause such unpleasant 
memories. 
  
{ƘŜ ƻƴƭȅ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭŀǎǎƳŀǘŜΩǎ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘȅ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ 
exciting thing that had happened to her, and in her five-year-old world, it made 
no difference that her friend was white and she was Native American. Still, it 
would thrust Sarah into her earliest record of discrimination. 
  
άL ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƴŜǾŜǊ Ǝƻǘ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ǘƻ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅ ǇŀǊǘƛŜǎΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ǎŀȅǎ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǾƛǾƛŘ ǊŜŎƻƭƭŜŎǘƛƻƴΦ άaȅ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ L ǘƻƻƪ ƛǘ ƘƻƳŜ ŀƴŘ 
told my mom. I remeƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳΩǎ ŦŀŎŜ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ Χ ƻƘΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴ ŜȄŎƛǘŜŘΣ 
hIΗέ 
  
The party was still a couple weeks away, and knowing all the other children would 
ƘŀǾŜ ƴŜǿ ŘǊŜǎǎŜǎΣ {ŀǊŀƘ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ƻƴŜΣ ǘƻƻΥ ά!ǎ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ 
rich or poor. My mom got some coupons from the Salvation Army and I got a new 
ŘǊŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻŜǎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ ǊŜŀƭƛȊŜ L ǿŀǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ƘŀƴŘ-me-downs. 
  
ά¢ƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ Ψ¸ƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘŀǘ .ŀōŜΣ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ 
ōǳǘ LΩƭƭ ŎƻƳŜ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎΦέ 
  
{ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ Ǉǳǘ ƘŜǊ ƧŜǿŜƭǊȅ ŎǊŀŦǘƛƴƎ ǎƪƛƭƭǎ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΥ άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊ 
make this round beaded medallion with pink pearl beads with a native design and 
a daisy chain for a little girl. It took her a couple of days to make it. She made it 
ǇŜǊŦŜŎǘ ŀƴŘ ǿǊŀǇǇŜŘ ƛǘ ǳǇΦέ 
  
There was no money for wrapping paper, so her mother lovingly wrapped the gift 
in tin foil and made a bow out of ribbon. 
  



The day of the party finally arrived.  
  
{ŀǊŀƘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ Ǝƻ ŀƭƻƴŜΣ ƘŜǊ ŦǊƛŜƴŘΩǎ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƛƴŜ ōƭƻŎƪǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ 
the tracks aƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎŀŦŜ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŎƘƛƭŘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ Ǌƻǿǎ ƻŦ ōǳǎȅ ǘǊŀƛƴ ǘǊŀŎƪǎΥ άaȅ 
mom walked me to the party. I rang the doorbell and remember being amazed at 
the house. There was this big staircase and a chandelier hanging. And lots of little 
girls, some even had white gloves on. There was even a clown handing out 
ōŀƭƭƻƻƴǎΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ǳƴōŜƭƛŜǾŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅǎ ƭƛƪŜ 
ǘƘƛǎΣ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǳǎ ŀ ƪƛǎǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ōƛǊǘƘŘŀȅΦέ 
  
When it came time to open gifts, Sarah could barely cƻƴǘŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀƴǘƛŎƛǇŀǘƛƻƴΥ άL 
was so excited for her to get to my present because my mom made my present 
ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊΦέ 
  
¦Ǉƻƴ ƻǇŜƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƎƛŦǘΣ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ŦǊƛŜƴŘ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƘŜǊ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ  
  
άL ǎŀƛŘ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƴŜŎƪƭŀŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛǘ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ƘŜǊ ƴŜŎƪΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
done opening the present yet when her grandmother came to me and had my 
ǎǿŜŀǘŜǊ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƘŀƴŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ L ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǾŜΦέ 
  
{ŀǊŀƘ ŀŎƪƴƻǿƭŜŘƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊΣ ōǳǘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƻǘƘŜǊ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ȅŜǘ 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƻ ǇƛŎƪ ƘŜǊ ǳǇ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƻ ŎǊƻǎǎ the tracks alone.  
  
Despite her plea, Sarah had to leave. As her friend ran to tell her good-bye, 
{ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƳƛƴŘ ǊŀŎŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƴŦǳǎŜŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘǎ ŀǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŦƻƻǘǎǘŜǇ ŎǊŀŎƪƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ ŘǊȅ Ŧŀƭƭ 
leaves beneath her feet and she struggled to recall the way home. 
  
άL ǊŜƳŜƳber thinking: what did I do? She even gave me the present back, so I 
carried it back home with me. My mom was upset and asked what was I doing 
here and I said I had to come home, so I gave her the little box. She asked what 
ǿŀǎ ƛǘ ŀƴŘ L ǎŀƛŘ Χ ǘƘŜȅ ƎŀǾŜ ƛǘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ƳŜΦέ 
  
Though now grown and married with children of her own, Sarah LaPointe 
Berridge still cannot repeat her childhood story without shedding tears. It is only 
one such story in a lifetime of racial discrimination that she has experienced, yet, 
άI  ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ Ƴȅ ƳƻƳ ŜǾŜǊ ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ LƴŘƛŀƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ 



ǿŜǊŜ ǿƘƛǘŜΣέ ǎƘŜ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎΦ άLǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ L ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ŎƘƛƭŘƘƻƻŘ ƻŦ Ƴȅ 
ƳƻƳ ŘƛǎǘƛƴƎǳƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǊŀŎŜΦέ 
  
  
BUILDING THE BRIDGE 
  
{ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǘǊƛōŜ όIƻ /Ƙǳƴƪύ ƻǊƛƎƛƴŀǘed in the Green Bay, Wisconsin area. The tribe 
was moved to Winnebago several times in history by the U. S. Government as well 
ŀǎ ǘƻ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƪƻǘŀǎΦ άhǳǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǇǊŀƛǊƛŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ 
ǿƻƻŘƭŀƴŘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƭƛǾŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŎƻƴǎƛƴ ŀƴŘ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
used to the open prairie so our people diminished to almost nothing at one point 
because of the places they put us. We were able to survive (in Winnebago) 
ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿƻƻŘŜŘ ŀǊŜŀ ōȅ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ wƛǾŜǊΦέ 
  
Through the years, however, there was little employment for the people in 
²ƛƴƴŜōŀƎƻΣ ǎƻ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƳƻǾŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ aƛƴƴŜǎƻǘŀ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
people still lived. They migrated to Albert Lea where they found farm work. It was 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎΣ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ±ƛƻƭŀ {ƴŀƪŜ, met and later married. The 
couple moved to Hayward and then back to Albert Lea while raising their four 
children.  
  
As Sarah was preparing for kindergarten, she remembers learning her name, 
Sarah Snake; but upon entering kindergarten she learned to write her name as 
{ŀǊŀƘ [ŀtƻƛƴǘŜΦ άL ƴŜǾŜǊ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘƻƻŘ ƛǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ L Ǝƻǘ ƻƭŘŜǊΣέ ǎƘŜ ǎŀȅǎ Φ άaȅ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǘƻƭŘ 
us Lapointe was my great-great-ƎǊŜŀǘ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƴŀƳŜΦ IŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ CǊŜƴŎƘ ŦǳǊ 
trader and married my great-great-grandmother. My father decided it would be 
eaǎƛŜǊ ŦƻǊ ǳǎ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ƎǊƻǿƛƴƎ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ƴŀƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ 
so native because my older brothers and sister had to put up with a lot of ridicule 
when they were smaller. 
  
ά¢Ƙŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǳǎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘǎΦ ά.ŜŎŀǳǎŜ we lived in 
ŀ ǿƘƛǘŜ ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΣ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ǘŜŀǎŜŘΦέ 
  
{ŜǾŜǊŀƭ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƭŀǘŜǊΣ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƳƻǾŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛƴ ²ƛƴƴŜōŀƎƻ ǿƘŜƴ 
her father found work there as a police officer. 
  
It proved to be a culture shock for the entire family. 



  
άL ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ƴoved here from Albert Lea. I hated it. We came from 
indoor plumbing to move into a house with no running water, outhouses and no 
heat -- and it was 1964.   
  
ά¢ƘŜƴ L ǿŀǎ ǇƛŎƪŜŘ ƻƴ ŀǘ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ƪƛŘǎΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ ά¢ƘŜȅ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƳŜ ΨƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǊŜŘ 
ƎƛǊƭΩ ŀƴŘ ƳŀŘŜ Ŧǳƴ ƻŦ ƳŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ǘŀƭƪŜŘ ŀƴŘ ŘǊŜǎǎŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƳΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ 
know what it was, but our family always got picked on. I remember thinking when 
LΩƳ ƻƭŘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴǎΣ LΩƳ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƘŜǊŜΦ 
  
άL ƎǊŜǿ ǳǇ ǳƴǘƛƭ L ǿŀǎ ŀōƻǳǘ мп-years old being ashamed of being Native, and 
ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ L ŎƻǳƭŘ Řƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ƘŀŘ ŘŀǊƪ ǎƪƛƴ ŀƴŘ ōƭŀŎƪ ƘŀƛǊ Χ 
nothing I could do to change the outside of me, of what I looked like. We were 
ŜƳŜǊƎŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƭƛŦŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǘǊŜŀǘŜŘ ǊƛƎƘǘΣ ŀƴŘ L Ƨǳst remember 
ƘŀǘƛƴƎ ƛǘ ƘŜǊŜΦέ 
  
The LaPointe family moved back to Albert Lea when Sarah was a young teenager. 
She was happy to be home again. 
  
But it was also a time of unrest.  
  
AIM, a Native American activist organization in the United States, burst on the 
international scene with its seizure of the Bureau of the Indian Affairs 
headquarters in Washington, D.C. in 1972 and mounted the Trail of Broken 
¢ǊŜŀǘƛŜǎ ƳŀǊŎƘ ƛƴ ǇǊƻǘŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳΩǎ ǇƻƭƛŎƛŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŘŜƳŀƴŘǎ ŦƻǊ ǊŜŦƻǊƳΦ   
  
For Sarah, it was a time when she would begin to realize the significance of her 
name LapPointe -- ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎ ΨōǊƛŘƎŜΩΦ !ǎ ŀ ǘŜŜƴŀƎŜǊΣ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀƭǊŜŀŘȅ ŘŜǘŜǊƳƛƴŜŘ 
ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊΥ άL ǿŀǎ ƛƴ ²ŀǎƘƛƴƎǘƻƴΣ 5Φ/Φ ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ǘƻƻƪ 
over the Bureau of Indian Affairs office. I was only 17-years-old and told my mom 
LΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΦ {ƘŜ ŎǊƛŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘ LΩƭƭ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǿƘƛƭŜ 
ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƎƻƴŜΦ 
  
ά¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ƴŜƎƻǘƛŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǎŀƛŘ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ŦƛƎƘǘΦ Lƴ ŜǾŜǊȅ Ƙŀƭƭǿŀȅ 
by every exit there was a big trashcan full of water and next to them were open 
containers of disposable diapers. My uncle said when you get tear-gassed, put 



(the diapers) in the water and hold them over your face and that will help put 
ƳƻƛǎǘǳǊŜ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƴƎǎ ǎƻ ȅƻǳǊ ƭǳƴƎǎ ǿƻƴΩǘ ōǳǊƴΦέ 
  
PeƻǇƭŜ ǿŜǊŜ ōǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ƭŜƎǎ ƻŦŦ ƻŦ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǿŜŀǇƻƴǎ ǎƻ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǳƴŎƭŜ ǘƻƻƪ 
her to the roof of a building where she would be safer. What her uncle was about 
ǘƻ ǘŜƭƭ ƘŜǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊ ǊŜƳŀƛƴ ŜƳōŜŘŘŜŘ ƛƴ ƘŜǊ ƳƛƴŘΥ ά¦ƴŎƭŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜΣ ΨLΩƳ 
going to leave you ƴƻǿΦ aȅ ƎƛǊƭΣ ǎǘŀȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿŀǘŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ ŜƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ 
Χ ǘƻŘŀȅ ƛǎ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ Řŀȅ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ŘƛŜΤ L ǿŀǎ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ǎŎŀǊŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ Ǉƻƛƴǘ 
ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦέ 
  
As Sarah entered high school, the racial taunting continued. When she competed 
in a music contest and sang a song in her native language, some of the students 
ƭŀǳƎƘŜŘ ŀǘ ƘŜǊΥ άL ǘǳŎƪŜŘ ƛǘ ŀǿŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘǳǊǘ ŀƎŀƛƴ -- why is it alright for me 
ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǎƻƴƎǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ Χέ  
  
{ŀǊŀƘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ōŜŀǘ ǘƘŜƳΦ {ƻ ǎƘŜ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƘŜƳΣ ōǳǘ ƛƴ ŀ 
ǿŀȅ ƛƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǎƘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƭƻǎŜ ƘŜǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅΥ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ōŀŎƪƎǊƻǳƴŘ L ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ 
about the meaning of my last name - bridge - and how I could try to bridge this 
hatred. How ŀǊŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƘƻ ǿŜ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀǊŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ƛŦ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎƘŀǊŜ ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΚέ 
  
  
GROWN UP AND GLOBAL 
  
Seven years ago Sarah took a position as Director of Human Resources working 
for Ho Chunk Incorporated, a globally based company. She is now building bridges 
around the world; still, discrimination continues to set up road blocks. 
  
άLƴŘƛŀƴ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎ ŀƴŘ ȅŜŀǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǊŜŀƭƳ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǘŜŘ {ǘŀǘŜǎ 
Government. The government would set certain (grants) aside to help Native 
American people, then all 538 tribes would have to compete for money. The 
ƳƻƴŜȅ ƛǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΦ Lǘ ǿŀǎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘƻƻƭ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎ ŘƻǿƴΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ 
explains. 
  
²ƘŜƴ {ŀǊŀƘ ƳƻǾŜŘ ōŀŎƪ ǘƻ ²ƛƴƴŜōŀƎƻΣ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜΩǎ ŀƴƴǳŀƭ ōǳŘƎŜǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƴƭȅ 
$238,000 a year for ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎΣ άǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŀ ƭƻǘΣέ ǎƘŜ ƴƻǘŜǎΦ ά{ƛƴŎŜ 
ƛǘΩǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ȅƻǳǊ ǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǎƻƳŜ ǘǊƛōŜǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƎŜǘ мΦр ƳƛƭƭƛƻƴΦέ 



  
With the unrest of the 1970s movement also came the renewed desire of the 
Native American people to be self-sufficient.  They had fought for years to get 
their reservation land back in Iowa after the Army Corps of Engineers had 
ǊŜŎƘŀƴƴŜƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ aƛǎǎƻǳǊƛ wƛǾŜǊΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ Ǉǳǘ ŀ Ŏŀǎƛƴƻ ƻƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ Lƻǿŀ ƭŀƴŘΣ άǿŜ 
were very successful. We started making money, so the government allowed the 
riverboat to come in and took our business away. So to diversify, we needed to do 
something else. We needed to develop our economic face instead of just relying 
ƻƴ Ŏŀǎƛƴƻǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ŜǾŜƴǘǳŀƭƭȅ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŦƛƴŘ ŀ ǿŀȅ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǿŀȅ 
ŦǊƻƳ ǳǎΦέ 
  
Then a young tribal member named Lance Morgan moved back to Winnebago. 
  
He had worked as an attorney for a large firm in the Twin Cities and had a degree 
in economics from Harvard Law School. He called the tribe together and 
suggested investing their money into building an economic development branch 
to provide employment for the people and guarantee self-sufficiency.    
  
ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ ŎƻǳƴŎƛƭ ƳŜƳōŜǊǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ȅŜŀǊǎΣ ǘƘŀǘ 
ƘŀŘ ǘǊƛŜŘ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ŝ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǘƻ be farmers and build cedar 
ƘƻƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿƻǊƪΦ Wǳǎǘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘǊƛŜŘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ 
ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭ ǎƻ ǘƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭƭȅ ǎŀƛŘ ΨƭŜǘΩǎ Řƻ ǘƘƛǎΩΦέ 
  
Lance knew that in order for tribes to be successful politics needed to be separate 
from busineǎǎΥ ά¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘȅ ǘǊƛōŜǎ Ŧŀƛƭ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƎŜǘǎ ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘ ƛƴ 
the day-to-Řŀȅ ƻǇŜǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ŜȄǇƭŀƛƴǎΦ 
  
With Lance as CEO, the tribe invested in Ho Chunk Incorporated. His theory paid 
ƻŦŦΥ ά²ƘŜƴ L ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ Iƻ /Ƙǳƴƪ ǎŜǾen years ago we had 83 
ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ǎŀȅǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀŘ ŀ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƛǎǘǊƛōǳǘŜŘ ƴŀǘƛǾŜ 
fuel and native tobacco products.  Then we sold native products on-line called 
allnative.com. We had some motels and sold those, then took the profit and re-
ƛƴǾŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦέ 
  
Then Lance master-minded a non-profit organization called Ho Chunk 
Development Corporation. The small stores they developed on the reservation 
ǊƻŎƪŜǘŜŘΤ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ [ŀƴŎŜ ǿŀǎ ŎŀǳǘƛƻǳǎΥ ά[ŀƴŎŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƪƛƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ƙƛǎǘƻry 



ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴǎ ǘƻ bŀǘƛǾŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΦ ²ƘŜƴŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǎǳŎŎŜŜŘΣ ǿŜΩǊŜ Ǉǳǘ ōŀŎƪ 
ŘƻǿƴΦέ  
  
There was reason to be wary. 
  
The native tobacco on-ƭƛƴŜ ǎŀƭŜǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ ŀƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƛƳŜ ƘƛƎƘΦ ά²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǎŜƴŘƛƴƎ нлл-
250 parcels a day with UPS and FED EX. Then the government put a stop to that. 
²ŜΩǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ŀƭƭƻǿŜŘ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ǎŜƴŘ 
them through the U. S. Postal Service which is now being questioned in Congress 
if we can do that. And in every state we sell in, we have to buy that state tax 
stamp. 
  
ά²Ŝ ǘǊȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ŦǳƴŘǎ ŀǎƛŘŜ ŦǊƻƳ bŀǘƛǾŜ ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳǎ ǎƻ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ǘŀƪŜ ŎŀǊŜ ƻŦ 
ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘǊȅΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛƴŘ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǳǎ ōŀŎƪ ŘƻǿƴΦέ 
  
.ǳǘ ƛǘ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƪŜǇǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘΦ 
  
Many privately owned Native American businesses are now contracted because 
there are special provisions for government businesses with native owned firms. 
ά{ƻ ƴƻǿ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 
Department of Defense and the State Department.  We have 16 U. S. employees 
ƛƴ LǊŀǉ ƘŜƭǇƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ LǊŀǉƛ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ǊŜōǳƛƭŘΣέ ǎƘŜ ŀŘŘǎΦ ά²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ мсл ŜƳǇƭƻȅŜŜǎ 
at Camp Atterbury that work with the soldiers getting ready to go to Iraq. They 
actually set up a village and get our soldiers ready to handle the situation. 
  
ά²ŜΩǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ŎŀōƭƛƴƎ ŀŦǘŜǊ YŀǘǊƛƴŀ ƛƴ [ƻǳƛǎƛŀƴŀ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ CƭƻǊƛŘŀΦ ²Ŝ ŀƭǎƻ 
offer ITT services to STRATCOM in Bellevue and have trained employees in 
!ŦƎƘŀƴƛǎǘŀƴ ŀƴŘ aŜȄƛŎƻΦέ 
  
Ho Chunk now has its own marketing company where jewelry, clothing and other 
items can be purchased on-line from allnative.com. 
  
When Lance began thinking about how much Indian tribes spend on office 
ǎǳǇǇƭƛŜǎ ŜŀŎƘ ȅŜŀǊΣ ƘŜ ƛƴƛǘƛŀǘŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƻǿƴ ƻŦŦƛŎŜ ǎǳǇǇƭȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΦ ά!ƴŘ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŎǘƛƻƴ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ōŜŀƳǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƛƴƎŜƴǳƛǘȅΦ ά²Ŝ Ƨǳǎǘ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀ ƴŜǿ 
company called Flatwater that is specialty cut meat and a new pharmaceutical. 
We started a new telephone company called Red Sky and opened up our own 



used car lot and sold them just below cost so we help our people build up their 
crŜŘƛǘ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅΦ ²ŜΩǊŜ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘƭȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ ŀǘ ƴŜǿ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǘƘŀǘ 
have happened to us. We talk about how long are they going to let us have this. 
  
ά²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ōƛƎƎŜǎǘ ǘǊƛōŀƭ ƻǿƴŜŘ ŜŎƻƴƻƳƛŎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΦ 
²ŜΩǊŜ ǘƘŜ model in Indian country and we have tribes that are visiting us all the 
ǘƛƳŜΦέ 
  
  
TEACH YOUR CHILDREN 
  
Besides being a part of a global company, Sarah has served as the chief 
clerk/administrator and had been a lay judge for the tribal court.  
  
She was recognized for her excellence in leadership, character and contributions 
to her community by the Women of Excellence in the Women Helping Women 
category, and also serves as the Red Life Youth Group minister for St. Augustine 
parish at Winnebago. She helped ǎǇŜŀǊƘŜŀŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŜƴǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴ ŀ ǘŜŜƴ 
center, escorted teens to Rome to perform traditional Winnebago dances for the 
ǇƻǇŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜƴǘƻǊǎ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ƎƛǊƭǎΩ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦ 
  
άLǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǎǘǊǳƎƎƭŜΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ ŀŘƳƛǘǎΦ άL ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ȅƻǳǘh group. 
LΩǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǎƻ Ƴŀƴȅ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜǎ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǿƘŜƴ Ƴȅ ƪƛŘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ŀƴŘ 
ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ όȅƻǳǘƘ ƎǊƻǳǇύΣ ǘƻƻΣ ōǳǘ L ǘǊȅ ǘƻ ǘŜŀŎƘ ƻǳǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ŀƭƭ DƻŘΩǎ 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ƳŀŘŜ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎΦέ 
  
Sarah tells of an experience as a cheerleading ŎƻŀŎƘΥ άaȅ ƧǳƴƛƻǊ ƘƛƎƘ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŀǘ 
a basketball tournament  and were all excited because there were some boys that 
wanted them to play basketball outside. After they got out to play they started 
ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ǘƘŜƳ ǎǉǳŀǿǎ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ΨǿƘȅ ŘƻƴΩǘ ȅƻǳ ǎǘŀȅ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴΩΦ  I was so 
ŀƴƎǊȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŀǘΦέ 
  
The girls reacted in the normal hurtful manner, but Sarah made a suggestion that 
ǘƘŜǎŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎƻƻƴ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ǘƻ ǿƻǊƪΥ άL ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƘŀǘ 
they should have done was turned to that young boy (who called them names) 
ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ΨLΩƳ ƎƻƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǇǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳ ŀƴŘ ȅƻǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩΦέ 
  



The cheerleading squad was confronted once again by the young man, and one of 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘŜŜǊƭŜŀŘŜǊǎ ǊŜǇƭƛŜŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘŀǳƴǘƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ {ŀǊŀƘΩǎ ǎǳƎƎŜǎǘƛƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ Ƴŀn 
ƭŀǘŜǊ ŎŀƳŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǎƛƭŜƴǘ ŀǇƻƭƻƎȅ ƻŦ ŦǊŜŜ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴΦ ά¢ƘŜǎŜ ƪƛŘǎ ŀǊŜ 
ƎǊƻǿƴ ƴƻǿ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǎŜ ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊΦέ 
  
ά¢ƘŜ ǊŜǎŜǊǾŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ƻǳǊ ŎƻƳŦƻǊǘ ȊƻƴŜΦ ²ƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŀǾŜ ƘŜǊŜΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŀǇǇŜƴ 
ŀƴŘ ƛǘΨǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǎǘŜǇ ƻǳǘ of  the boundaries. 
  
άbƻōƻŘȅ ƪƴƻǿǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ ŀ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ŎŀǊǊȅ ŀ ŎŀǊŘ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ǿŜΩǊŜ 
Native American with a government issued numbers. Those numbers are locked 
ƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ .ǳǊŜŀǳ ƻŦ LƴŘƛŀƴ !ŦŦŀƛǊǎΤ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ǘŀǘǘƻƻ ƛǘ ƻƴ ƳŜΣέ {ŀǊŀƘ 
ǎŀȅǎ ƛƴ ŦǊǳǎǘǊŀǘƛƻƴΦ άtŜƻǇƭŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘƘƛƴƪ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉŀȅ ǘŀȄŜǎΦ L ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǘŀȄŜǎ 
taken out of my paycheck. Because I live on a reservation anything I purchase 
ƘŜǊŜ LΩƳ ǘŀȄ ŦǊŜŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ǘŀǘŜΣ ōǳǘ ƛŦ L ōǳȅ Ǝŀǎ L Ǉŀȅ ŀ ǘǊƛōŀƭ Ǝŀǎ ǘŀȄ ǘƘŀǘ ƎƻŜǎ 
back to tƘŜ ǘǊƛōŜ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŀƴȅ ƳƻƴŜȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŎƻǳƴǘȅΦ .ǳǘ ƛƴ 
order for me to be exempt at a store owned by white people. I have to use that 
ŎŀǊŘ ǘƻ ǇǊƻǾŜ LΩƳ bŀǘƛǾŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ŀƴŘ L ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŀǘ ƻƴ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ 
land. 
  
ά¢ƘŜ ƎƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘ ƳŀŘŜ treaties with our ancestors. To a certain point they do 
ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΣ ōǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǘǊŜŀǘȅ ǿƛǘƘ wǳǎǎƛŀ ƻǊ YƻǊŜŀ ŀƴŘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ 
ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜƴŘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘǊŜŀǘȅΦ ²Ƙŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǇǇŜƴΚέ 
  
Even though racial discrimination is an on-going struggle, Sarah continues to live 
up to her name -- building bridges wherever possible. 
  
ά²ƘŜƴ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǎƪ ƳŜ ǿƘŀǘ Ŏŀƴ L Řƻ ǘƻ ƘŜƭǇ ŎƘŀƴƎŜ ǘƘƛǎΣ L ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳΥ ¢ŜŀŎƘ ȅƻǳǊ 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦ ¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ƛǘ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ Χ ƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΦέ   
  
 


